
Powerco Service Strikes - Overhead Lines

Potential Outcome: 
Thankfully, no one has been injured when the trucks or their loads have created a 
path for the electricity to track to the ground. 
Power has been cut to local communities and these incidents could lead to 
serious/fatal injuries.
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SHARED LEARNING: INCIDENT INVESTIGATION OUTCOME DATE: 1/2/2021

Activity: 

Lessons Learned: 
Treat every power line as live, at all times. 
Always take care when working around the guy wires (or stays) that 
are attached to power poles. Bumping them can cause poles to lean 
and power lines to sag. 
Park stock trucks and large vehicles such as harvesters away from 
overhead lines, and work well away from lines and poles. Keep clear 
of power lines when working on the upper levels of stock trucks or 
on high loads. Look up and check where the lines are before raising 
any tractor attachments, augers, ladders, or when using any lifting 
equipment or raising dump truck beds. 
Work is underway with District and Regional Councils to assess 
roading and effluent sites where overhead electrical wires present an 
issue.

Incident Description: 

A trend seen in recent incidents has highlighted that drivers of heavy vehicles may 
not be fully aware of the risk posed by working with loads near overhead lines. 
This includes the requirement to maintain safe distances between their trucks / 
loads in relation to these lines. 
There have been three recent incidents where the lines have either been badly 
damaged or brought down by drivers delivering metal or roading textiles or 
dumping effluent and disrupting power to nearby houses and communities. 

Causes (Immediate, Root Causes) :
Keep 4m away from power lines at all times. Electricity can arc (jump) through the 
air from power lines to you or your equipment within this distance. 


